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favour the Republick of 
Treatiſe an "atomic! 
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Tag ht ſay the e Race, 
the 1 of Mankind being ſo infi- 
nite, few Topicks u ſuch are univerſal; and 


jeſt the mc ) to find mg ee” 


_ Grafhbopper, or purſuing the hamble” 
the Work, now humbly ſubmitted, excite the 
Curiofity of the renowned Mr. L 2s 


| Um) 5 
be to the Curious and Needful of his M. 5 


ds — 


* 
bl 
3 ; 
» 


very few Authors, but of the Claſs mention'd, 


can lope to frcceet Jabouring under 1 ” 


Fugices of Multitudes of Literat and 
of Taſte. 
Would not the World wondes, can 8 


delight the great Mr. D***#, fike chaſig 71 


much as a learned Work on Butter flies, Spi- 
ders, and Silk- warm. With Reverence, I 
ſpeak. it, doubly, konour'd be that learged 


'Cler#s Memory, and may many good For- 
tunes befall the Author of the AY 


as well 
as he that wrote the Books, wherein are re- 


hearſed, the Aeg Clariſſa Harlow, and her 


Duck Anthony y. Heavens! with what 4 mar- 
velous Preciſeneſs (as Cervantes ſays) do they 


dͥleſeribe eve y dle Circumſtai 7 Thrice 
| happy, Wikewſe, be the Lineage of that a+ 
1 — Genius, Mr. Filmer eee, (not 
more 


e facetious than learned Sage) for the 


Moiety of his Friendſhip and Aﬀiſtance the 


Republick has been hqnoured with, entitled, 
the compleat Angler, together" with uſeful Dj- 


rebtions concerning Shy-larks 3 Performances 
|. never 


5 1 in. 

ſtructing and redundant with a 

5 ER their Noveltics and their 

; 8. G7 YVISL' 2400 

Fear be it from me me {wth Surpicy of 

Heart Iſpeak it) to expet# n i 

bation of anythe Authors mention d, or 

ſublime Patrons; Spi —— 
Taſte. Vet every Man being happily endued 


with a due Proportion of that laudable Qua- 


lity, erroneouſly ſtiled Self-op:nion, or Partia- 
lity for his own- Productions, I flatter my/e/f 


there may be found ſame worn · out, decays pd 


rheumatic, or gouty Harrier; whoſe Curio- 
ſity may lead him to pore into theſe Sheets. 1 

ſay, as (in all human Probability) there may 
be here and there found ſuch Perſon or Per- 


ſons; I affirm, if any Part hereof gives him, 


or them, a Moment's Satisfaction, it is all I 
aimed at ; as I write (like many others) to 
pleaſe none but ſuch People as myſelf. 
I would not, however, be thought to put 
this Trifle in competition with any the ela- 
| borate Performances already mention'd, o- 
therwiſe than for its momentous Simplicity 
of Style, and Sin 1 wade dl of Subject. A due 
Quantity of the former may. eaſily be diſco- - 
vered by the impartial Reader, almoſt in every 
Page---And as to the latter, the moſt ſu 
| <cilious Perſon may be challenged to prove, 
that any Science is ridiculed, or * 
| ted 


he —— a 4 
. ——— ] A — 
—— ons hs — "= * 


hinted at. No, not ſo much as a Syllable men- 
tion d about my Lord ***, nor bis Grace of 


*, nor the old Dowager %, where- 
fore the ſevereſt Conſtruction of my Work 
(learned Counſel affirm) can neither amount 


to Treaſon, er Scand. Mag. The Tale told 
of Dr. Dancer, I confeſs, lies very heavy on 
Conſcience. ; and my Brother, James 
Leatherhead, (Artium Baccalaureus) a very 
ſenfible hopeful” young Man, has prevailed 
on me to repent: thereof, and implore the 


Doctor's Forgiveneſs. Independent Electors 
I have utterly avoided, in confidence (not- 


withſtanding they may be Strangers to tlie 
Subject matter) many of them will honour 
mei with their Mite, and peruſe theſe Sheets - 


at fo ſmall a Price as a Shilling, Adieu, 


Reader, of whatever Claſs or Community; 
and be indoctiar quam in Tragedia Comici, 
aut ſapientior quam Thales. I will take the 


Freedom to proceed to our Diverſiong. 

8 e my Kennel, : 

rear Rumford, —\ | 
a # | . 


Fi 11 


B —_ 


7 . 4 * 
q 9 1 $ Fd _ ; 3 * 
. 4 * 4 * 0 
: 5 888 *x% EI. 3 ; % 
7 i - 4 * % 4 * 7 3 114 4 35.2.4 fl 
*** , | 
: 8 2 . - ' 
4/6 p 1 Pr . , 3 4 
* 4 »'4 » 


7 Nt a 5 
SY &- 4 4 4 
„ 2 P ry "=, * 1 af p $44 + # \ v 2 * 4 Yy 74 * f 14 1 18 ' 
. . * 8 a © , A 
R 1 - 3 
2 * > * L 
34 a =* 4 . ICY N . 
* . *4 vo © 2 q » . WY | 
Fi : *. 0 - * 4 * 4 £ $4 * * 28 . 
» - * ' *. 
: » 7 . . ; 
7 * * n N * 5 ay 'FY : by #4 19 
— Ll =. 1 1 — 4 120 " — 2 A4 - 3% — 3 8 
4 4 t 2 * » 
* ' 0 = 1 4 [ 
; 7 ; 32 © , 1 433 N 5 * of! ; 
* > * d : ju 
? — + 
1 
8 * 


IS 


e bee t th ene, 


My LozD, 25 me . N 1 


HE Sollicitations I *. Werl fo 45 
Fo from your Lordſhip, to giye my 
ntiments on Hare-hunting, hath at 


laſt induced me to = Pen to Paper; but I muſt 


deſire you will conſider, that, as ittle can be ſaid 

on the Subject with poſitive Truth and Certain- 

ty, great Part of Hat I ſhall advance muſt be 

| LAN. air Matter of Conjecture; yet ſuch as bears 

| ſtrong Features or Re emblance of Reality, be- 

ing founded chiefly on Obſervations, made in 4 
long Courſe of Years and Experience. 


Moſt Perſons, I may venture to ſay ALL, at 


one or other Time of Life, are fond of ſome 
E Amuſement; = Lordfhip cannot 
orget, in our frequent ebates on Diverſions, 


J have often declared Hare-hunting has been 


mine. What contributed to my liking it, were 
the early Impreſſions I received in favour of the 
Sport, from a Grandfather and Father, who 
made it their particular Delight. Thy 


3 
2 a 
A. & 2 » 4 
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Os? | | ; ur. 1 Drdlitfüp Th ; ; 1. * 
diced ſo much in its favour till. I eſteem few 
Diverſions equal, nor any preferable to it. The 


Buct Stag, Hind," or NN no doubt, have 
cheir Deliahrs ; but of ſuch Sort as-cannot be 
heartily enjoyed, only by Perſons of ample For- 


tune and Circumſtance (like your Lordſhip) and 
ſuch indeed do, or ſeem chiefly to delight in thoſe 
Sports; though many that purſue them, on Ex- 
amination of their Hearts, I dare ſay will be 
conſcious, they do it more from a Motive of 


Afeclatien chan real Lou... 7 «4 


Vi, on 01. dee on, rio? en 13 
1 þ Lover of Hunting almoſt every Mah is, 
or would he thought i, but twenty in the Field 
after. a Hare, my Lord, find more Delight and 
ſincere Enjoyment, than one in twenty in a Fox 
Chace, the former confiſting of an endleſs Va. 
riety of accidental Delights, the latter of little 
more than hard Riding, the Pleaſure of clearing 
we; gerous Leap, the Pride of ſtriding the 
_ beſt Nag, and ſhewing ſomewhat of the bold 
Horſeman; and (equal to any Thing) of being 
ſrt in at the Death, after a Chace frequent! 
from County to County, and perhaps above half 
the Way, out of Sight or Hearing of the Hounds. 
So that, but for the Name of Fox-hunting, a 
Man might as well mount at his Stable-Door, 
and determine to gallop twenty Miles an End 
into another Count. 149 8 


8 I don't doubt, but at the Concluſion of ſuch 
an imaginary Chace, if he came to his Inn ſafe, 
he — enjoy all that t and chief Satisfac- 


Y 


tion, 


: 1 010 
12 tion, avon 88 do i in their Hearts after 


| Fox Chate; from che Happineſs bf having 
cleared many double Ditches, five Bar Do 


: and. dangerous Sloughs ; without the Misfor- 
tune of one. * notwithſtanding two 
| 2 MEIN _m_ in 1 N 


| „Ae a Hive, theſe then a are not 8 | 
? met with---the Diverſion is of another Sort--- | 
-when Puſs is ſtarted, ſhe ſeldom fails to run a 
Ring, the fu is generally the worſt (for Horſe 
or Foot) that may happen in the whole Hunt. 
For the Fences once r Fange or the Gates once 
opened, makes a clear oftentimes, for 
every Turn ſhe takes 


The Caſe is otherwiſe with Stag, Buck, or 
Fox; when either is on Foot, ten to one, — 
a few Turns, if he does not take Endways, and 
lead the keen Sportſman into continued new un- 
experienced Dangers. If he is unhorſed, there 
lies the Hero of the Day, undiſtinguiſhed, un- 
aſſiſted. If not, he has the Pleaſure, at the End 
af the Chace, of finding himſelf a Dozen Miles 
perhaps from his own Home. 


| The former of theſe Diſadvantages, . a 
noble Peer turn off the fineſt Kennel England 
boaſted.---The beſt of Conſorts, to this . Day 
deplores her Silurian Prince, who, by a 
Rib, was cut off in. the Flower of _ Dy p 
And, but for ſuch r gd: Roger: kim f 
: ne longer itte * 


. 75 B 2 8 
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' * 1 
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Harrier, my Let Led, con 2 


as Age. Abilily, Ox Fortune impo wers _ 
_—_ — Note of the Harmony y, cloſely | 
ſues his Pack, is ſeldom thrown out of $f 1 
Hearing and, above all, enjoys a Hunt 
ful, but not dangerous as the Fox Chace; — 
rute, but not o laborious a 
which, his Satisfaction is in no ſmall 
heightened, (whether he, purſues, croſſes, or 
=” che _ by. the menen the 


fla in che * 
rous Soy Sight of che 


— how ni — Heart with ſur- 
prizihg Tranſport, Ul hea . How are the 
Spirits cheared, the long congealed Blood 
warmed of limping Age, the . 5 
of twenty-ſix, — full into View, and 
mimicked at threeſcote: and ten. How are 
young and old loſt, in del — Enchantment, 
when Puſs has baulked, the dropt the — 
and on ſome tiſing "Hillock pl e in 'Sipht,' her 
little Tricks; leads here, doubles there, now fits 
an End and liſtens; then crouched,(as if ſunk in 
the Earth) deceives the hoe rs and | 


creeps to S I” 


Theſe. are Raptures veieajor'd in us, — 
Chace; but — t ſua quemgue voluptas. i Hare- 
hunting may be as :diſagreeable to the Park- 
Keeper, Forreſter, or Foxhunter, as the — 
do me: Gan each may, and no doubt hath, h 

bo 1% r | much 


* 


„ 
much to advance in favour of his Amuſement, 


as I can poſlibly ſay of mine'; therefore it would 
be imprudent to declaimagainſt other People's Di- 
| verſions, to bande the Satisfaction found in mine. 


It is Nasser and Inelinatien, - makes one or 


other Part of any Paſtime pleaſant or not; and = 


the Delight: found in purſuing a p 7 
Fare, hh 6 Parcel of” ering Fidingl, 


to a Man of cold o tion, (or a Fribble of 


meek, effeminate Temper) may appear, on Conſi- 
deration, ub, ard barbatous as Bull-baiting. | 
So much by Way of Preface, I muſt now beg a 
| lirtle of your Attention on Hounds, not in ge- 
neral, my Purpoſe —_ =7 to touch on t 
Sorts molt uſed for the Subject I write about. 


The Buck or Blood Hound has little to do with 


| 2 Meaſure is owing to ſome Caſualty in the 


— prefers that Game he was frft uſed to, 
and b 


young Hounds to ſtoop and challenge a Cat, 
Coney, or Red Herring dragged by a String, 
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The like may be obſerved to ſtand good in 


ſome Proportion, with Reſpect to the Situation. 
The Dogs that have been entered in, and ac- 


cuſtomed to a Champain Country, like hunti 


there before the low encloſed Turf: So loula 
HFHounds perform better in Woodlanes and En- 
cloſures, than the Downs and Sandy Heaths. 
= The Time for entering young Dogs, takes 
Place according to the Seaſon — were whel 


in, in my. Judgment: they ſhould be a. Twelye- - 
| month old: — Months is a great Age. 
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cem; the Sorts f b Harriers and Dife- 
1 ente. 
E Hounds mY in Uſe, and proper for 
- Hare-hunting,” may be confined to few 
Sore, and each excellent 1 in Nature, (to wit) 


The deep- * thick d, brocd and long — 
lung der N hes — 


The fleet 1 0 fed e narrow and 
pointed, deep che 2 tbin Shoulders (por- 
tending a Quarter of the Fox Strain. N 


ne deu aire Eiound, Mick ü 
tered, well hung (Not 00 fleſby ſhoulder to- 
gether with the: rough or ſmooth Beagle. 1 


Back * theſe Sorts, (as I faid before) Rare 
their Excellencies, Sc. it is not poſſible, with 
_ Juſtice, to commend one before another, for 
Kind, Colour, or Service ; Preference being given 
according to the Humours and Inclinations of 
Sportſmen, the Tribe of whom are very nu- 
merous, and of * different in Opi- | 


nion. rg 
5 He 


T8 
He that delights ina long Chace of fix Hours, ; 
(often more) and to be in with the Dogs all the 


Time, let him breed of the Southern Hounds 


firſt mentioned, or e Wila heav — as Suſſex 
Gentlemen run in 7 thake goo good 
deep baſs Muſick, : nd great Diver erſion, and 

conſidering how dirty the Country is (notwich- 
ſtanding a Hunt often laſts all Day th 08 


| tigue the healthy Footman very little. 


In an open Country where there is good Rid- | 


ing, prefer the /econd Sort, with a Quarter of the 
Fox, Strain; theſe ſuit: the more cager, ath 
Horſeman, and ſpend their T 


ongues y, 
making hang e Harmony, and at the ſame 


x o at ſuch a Rate, 2 Hare durſt not pla 
ally Tricks b before them; they ſeldom Gldem, allow 


her Time to loiter, ſhe muſt run, and continue 


her. Jon's or clay Sail; if the latter ſhe dyes; 
keep.in, H untſman, freſh Ground on the Turf 
is in ſome Degree a continued View; 9 


hang your Dogs (barring extraordinary Acc x. 


dents of Alara. ts and 8 Blemiſh) for I 
would no more excuſe. the Loſs of 9 
freſh Sward (unleſs the Huntſman's Fault, which 


is too often the Caſe) then I would a Kennel of 
Fox Hounds loſing Reynard in full 22 1 


the Reaſons agaipſt its In baſh. _ rſions 
the ſame. 3 5” 


The * Hounds ay 8 
beſt. Of the ſecond Sort, 5), govenly 

| ere ual Speed (for it is hard to procure an 
even — of faſt Hounds) will be * to 


3 


„ | K. 9 1 : 
Tail, Which! is an Inconveniency: fot the Mad 
labour on to overtake the leading Hounds, 
ſeldom or ever oy nor are of the leaſt 
Uſe, but to enlarge the Cry; unleſs: at an Over-- 
* Which r at the Top of the Morn 
for a Quarter of a Mile toge iv; Then the 
old Hounds thrown out or tailed. often come FO Z 
and hit the 'F ault off. ä 


E their Equality of 8 (i being l. 
er to excel Hs = at the leaſt 
Boks there are ten noſes on che ! * 


— 2 
*. 


The third Species of Foun mentior 
never ſaw an intire Kennel of, being in ſome | 
' Parts not much encouraged. They are of Nor- 

thern Breed, and in great Eſteem,” being bold 
Dogs, and by many Huntſmen preferred for the 
Otter and Martin. In ſome Places they are en- 
couraged for F ox- Hounds, but bad to breed 
from, being too ſubject to degenerate and pro- 
duce ia low, rk hers "2069 duft N 
for ſuch Chaces. BS | 


| Beagles, RTE FY have * Py 

mirers; they ſpend their Tongues free in Treble 
or Tenor, and go a greater Rate than the Sou- 
| thern Hounds, but tail abominably. They run 
low. to Ground, thereſore enjoy the Scent better. 
than taller Dog s (eſpeciall when the Atmoſ- 

phere lies WS In an encloſed Country they 
do ont as they muſe "_ the Hare, and at Trail. 
ing 


10.1 
ing or Default, are pretty good for the Hedge · 
Rows; yet I have ſeen eigbty Couple in . 


Field, out of which, in a Winter's Sport, I ob- 


ſerved not four Couple that could be depended 
on, the Majority being ſo propenſe to challenge 


Feather or Fleat; yet by the Aſſiſtance of a 
clever Huntſman, and the Foil well trod, I have 


ſometimes ſeen pretty Diverſion. 


Of the two Sorts, F prefer the rough, or 
wire-haired, being generally good ſhoulder'd 
Dogs, and well filleted. 1 1 85 
Smooth-haired Beagles are _— deep 

hung, thick-lipped, and large noſtrilled; but 


often ſo ſoft, ſolid, and bad quartered, as to be 


ſhoulder-ſhook . and crippled the firſt. Seaſon's 


Hunt; and have frequently that unpardonable 


Fault of crook Leggs, like the Tarrier, or right 
Bath Turnſpit. 


I know Admirers of theſe Sort, - but they are 


no Favourites of mine; few will endure a tole- 


rable Hunt, or at Default bear hard charging. 
After two Hours running, obſerve them crippled 
and down ; the Huntſman may go on himſelf, 
for what Aſſiſtance many of them give him; 
and it is plain from their Form and Shape, (for 
Nature makes nothing in Vain) that they are 
not deſigned for hard Exerciſe. 


So much for Harriers, a deal may be ſaid for 


and againſt the ſeveral Kinds; it is a wide, un- 
ſettled Point to give Opinion upon; but, to 
ſum up the whole in few Words, ſtaunch true 
E | Hounds, 


. . 


h 


2 
Sy 


1 
Hounds, of any Sort, are deſirable; and who- 
ever has them of pretty equal Age and Speed. 
(the Requiſites of Hunting and Packing well 
together) whether Southern, Northern, Fox- 
Strain, or Beagle, can boaſt an invaluable Ad- 


vantage in the Diverſion, and what few Gentle- 
men, let them breed ever ſo true, can attain to, 


but in Tears. 


Ft 


The Properties to be conſidered in the Choice 
of a Hound, were ſettled, my Lord, long before 
ou and I were born; and my Opinion can be 
litt more than an Acquiſition from former 
Sportſmen. However, prefer the Dog of a 
middling Size, with his Back longer than round, 
Noſe large, with Noſtrils bold and wide, Cheſt 
deep and capacious, Fillets great and high, 
Haunches large, Hams ſtraight, the Sole hard 
and dry, Claws large, Ears wide, thin, and deep, 


more round than ſharp, Eyes large and protube- 


rant, Forehead prominent, and upper Lips 
thick, and deeper than the lower Jaw. 


Tune Manner of keeping Hounds in Kennel, 


I ſuppoſe I am not expected to enter into; be 
your Huntſman a Fellow of very indifferent 
Judgment, and not one of the moſt naſty, lazy 
Raſcals, he will take Care to keep his Kennel 
ſweet, his Dogs clean littered, aired, and wa- 
tered; their Proviſions ſufficiently boiled, or ra- 
ther ftewed. Avoid coarſe, raw, and parboiled 
Fleſh, nothing ſpoils the Faculty of Scenting 
more. 1 45 1 


1 


13 


„ to the Method of breeding Dogs, 1 ſhall 
only obſerve, Gentlemen cannot be too careful, 
at the proper Seaſon, of the Sires they want a 


” . 


Succeſſion from.” A vey little ſpoils. the Litter, 
and, notwithſtanding all the Care and Vigilance 
poſſible, Litter after Litter, ſometimes prove 
talſe and degenerate, from as high bred Crea- 
tures as any in the Kingdom. To 


1 kept a Bitch in my Chamber from the ear- 

lieft Tokens of her growing Proud, and had 
her fo cloſe warded, I could have taken the Sa- 
crament, in all the Time, ſhe never ſaw any 
other Dog; yet the Whelps inherited few or 
none of their Sires Qualities, nay ſcarce the 
Colour; whence 1 proved, that a Pog and 
Bitch, of the higheft Blood, may fail of getting 
tolerable Puppies. The. like is often experi- 
enced among Horſes, 'how Nature Errs in this 
Particular (if it may be called an Error) I ſub- 
mit to ſome more experienced Naturaliſt. 


Talking with a learned Phyſician (a. great 


Connoifleur in Pointing and Setting Dogs) up- 
on the Subject of Puppies, he told the follow. 
ing marvelous Tale of a Bitch he had of the 
Setting Kind. %%; wb ate 

As he travelled from Midburſt into. Hamp-. 
&* ſhire, wing through a Country Village, the 
4 agi and Cur-Dogs ran out Barking, as is 
«© uſual when Gentlemen ride by ſuch Places; 
„among them he obſerved a little ugly Ped- 
e lar's Cur particularly eager and fond of ingra- 


< tiating 


: z tw] 
cc tiating himſelf with the Bitch. The Doctor 
te ſtoped to Water upon the Spot, and whilſt 
« his Horſe drank, could not help remarking 
«| how. amorous the Cur continued, and how 
e fond and courteous the Bitch ſeemed to her 
« Admirer ; but, provoked in the End, to ſee 
. < a Creature of Phillis's Rank and Breed, ſo 
c obſequious to ſuch mean Addreſſes, drew one 
4 of his Piſtols and ſhot the Dog dead on the 
ce Spot then alighted, and taking the Bitch in 
< his Arms, carried her before him ſeveral 
« Miles. The Doctor relates farther, that Ma- 
4 dam, from that Day, would eat little or no- 
< thing, having in a Manner loft all Appetite; 
„ ſhe had no Inclination to go Abroad with her 
„ Maſter, or come when he called; but feemed 
e to pine like a Creature a; Lave, and expreſs a 
c ſenſible Concern for the Loſs of her Gallant. 
* Partridge Seaſon came on---but ſhe had no 
«© Noſe---the Doctor did not take a Bird before 
© her. However, in Proceſs of Time, Phillis 
« waxed. Proyd---the Doctor was heartily ＋ 
of it, phyſically apprehending it would be a 
« Means of weaning her from all Thoughts of 
* her deceaſed Admirer : Accordingly' he had 
her confined in due Time, and warded by an 
4 admirable Setter, of high Blood; which the 
«©. Doctor galloped his Grey Stone-Horſe forty 
Miles an End to fetch for the Purpoſe. And, 
% that no, Accident might happen, from the 
«© Careleſsneſs of drunken, idle Servants, the 
Charge was committed to a truſty old Woman 
£6 Houſekeeper, and as Abſence from Patients 
would permit, the Dector aſfiduouſly atten- 
* ded the Affair himſelf, But lo! when the 
i . 
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ce Days of whelping came, Phillis did not * 

« duce one Puppy, but what was, in all Re- 
«6 858 the very Picture and Colour of the poor 
5 he had ſhot ſo many Months before the | 


N Birch was in pane 2 


Bu This Affair not more e Kup chan | en- 
<<. raged the Doctor. For ſome Time he dif- 
<« fered, almoſt to parting, with his old faithful 


"=O Houſckeeper, being unjuſtly jealous of her 


< Care; ſuch Behaviour before, ſhe never knew 


from him; but alas, what Remedy ?- he kept 
the Bitch many Years, yet to his infinite 


« Concern, ſne never brought Litter, but ex- 
e actly ſimilar to the Pedlar's Cur. He diſ- 
< poſed of her to à Friend in a neighbouring 

* County, but to no Purpoſe! the Vixen f 

<« brought ſuch Puppies. Whence the Doc- 
< tor tenaciouſly maintained, Bitch and Dog 
as _ fall pallangely? in Love with each other. 


« That ſuch Creatures, eſpecially the Fenak, 

15 may at particular Times like, or prefer, I 
<< grant the Doctor; but how the Impreſſion of 

* the Dog (admitting, to favour him, there was 


< any) could occaſion Similitude in the Iſſue of 


ec Bitch, and for a Continuance of Years, after 


e the Dog's Death, Nobody but the Doctor is 


ce capable of defending ; who, to this Day, re- 
< lates and juſtifies the Truth of every Cir- 
* cumſtance I have mentioned. So much for 
% Dogs, Harriers eſpecially. I hope the Di- 
<« preſſion will be pardoned, and if not diſa- 
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| The Sorts and Dif erence ce of Hares ; being of 
10 leſs Signification than the n 
Letters. 


Hare is called by Sportſmen, within the 
A firſt Year, a Leveret ; at twelve Months 
old, a Hare; at two Years old, and ſo on, a 
great, a large, or a ſlamming Hare. I never heard 
them diſtinguiſhed by other Names, nor do I 
Know more proper. 


The Dobel of thi Term is not at WI mo- 
mentous to the Huntſman : He is ſenſible when 
he ſees her, every Body calls ſuch a Creature a 
Hare. Your Lordſhip knows the Ancients 
called this Animal by various Appellations. 


| The e called the Hare Arnebeth, which 
an Feminine, poſſeſſed the Generality with a 
Notion, no Hares were Maſculine; and the Opi- 
nion ſo much prevailed, that, to this Day, not 
one Man in a Thouſand, occaſionally talks of a 
Hare, but ſpeaks in the feminine Gender, and 
uw the Epithets Her or She. 0 


The 
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4 he Greeks iometimes called the Hare Zagoer, 
for his immoderate Luſt; at other Times Ptoox, 
implying extraordinary Fear. 'The Latins, Le- 
pus quaft levi pes, or Lightfoot, denoting; Swift- 
neſs of Feet. 5 L | | 


As to any real Difference in the Species, I 
confeſs myſelf no Judge ; I always found they 
correſponded in Shape and Symmetry; but to 
ee like other Creatures, in Size and Abi - 
lities, which I conceive proceeds from nothing 
more than their Difference of Feed and Situa- 
tion, and may, be ed under the few Diſtinc- 
tions of the Down Hare, the Field or Encloſure 
Hare, the Marſby and Woodland Hare. 


The Mountain or Down Hares feed ſort and 


Z ſtweet, breath a fine Air, and enjoy an extenſive 


Compaſs for Exerciſe, and diſtant from Form 
whence, on Experience, they are found to excel 
in Strength or Celerity, and ſtand a Hunt longer 
than any Hares. In dry Seaſons they common- 
ly make Excurſions into the Vales for Diverſion 
and Relief, and I have remarked myſelf, and 
have learned from Shepherds and Hare-finders, 
(by ſome Wags not unjuſtly called - Myopers) 
that Hares are never more plenty on the Hills, 
than in wet Weather; the Reaſon of which is 
plain, they Feed, Form, and Exerciſe on drier 
urf than the Vallies afford. FF 


Every Down Hare has a Multitude of Seats; 
which (as the Weather directs) ſhe changes from 


Time to Time; and from Practice, or ſome in- 
8 | nate 


ß 
vate Principle, returns to again, provided ſne 
quitted on her own Accord and undiſturbed. 


The Encloſure, Marſhy, or Woodland Hares, | 


are experienced to be ſlower, weaker, and more 
unfit to endure hard Hunting, than the Down 


Hares, the Situation and Manner of their Liv- 
ing being oppoſite; they relieve on too rant, 
ſtrong Feed, too near their Forms; their Circle 
of Exerciſe is more confined, and liable to Diſtur- 
bance, and the Air they breath is leſs pure and 
correct; whence proceeds Purſiveneſs and ſhort 
Wind. Of this Sort are the Hares in the 
Wilds, many of which I have ſeen when 
paunched, with ulcerate Lungs, and unſound. 


There are another Sort of Hares to be met 
with (though very ſeldom) different from either 
of the Kinds mentioned, that wander about like 
Vagrants living at Large, and with Indifference, 
in all Places, ſeating vaſtly uncertain ; ſome- 
times in the Encloſure, Hedge-Row, Brake, or 
{ſtrong Covert ;. at other Times in the open 
Common or Field. + 


* heſe are the Hares for Diverſion, and moſt 
difficult to judge of, and dangerous to purſue. 
They _ through the Barn-Yard in the 


Night, and diſregard the gaunt growling Maſ- 
tiff; traverſe the Orchard and Garden, intrepid 
and fearleſs ; explore the dangerous Pond-Head, 
nor dread the roaring Waters ; regale on the 
virgin Graſs, or tender Clover, or young Tur- 
nip; or (as ſome hidden Cauſe directs) neglect 


them 
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them all fonder to 5 or brot che budding 
Twig. 


When Wed they Sagen er any certain | 
Ring, but drive on irregulat, trying all _ -o 
Ground ; the Turf, the hard Highway, 
watery Puddle, or dry duſty Fallow; — 10 
the weary Sportſman many a painful Step, and 
through many a dangerous Paſſage. 


Theſe are the old Witches, that afford inex- 
hauſtible Subjects after Hunting, that make 
the Glaſs paſs brick about, the Cheeks; glow, 
Chins wag, and ev falterin Tongue pro- 
votes, that the whole Edifice re/ounds the conti- 
nued boiſterous Din; impatient each to o'er- hunt 
or recount his Part. The inexperienced Au- 
dience, to every Orator by Turns, Attention 
deal; but, if the Huntſman deigns the View to 
hollow, or Foil o'er hunt again, ſudden Silence 
reigns ; and raviſbed with the deafning Clamour 
of the Prophet, with eager Infatuation, all ap- 
| plaud; and the moſt apocryphal Tales aſſert to, 
and believe; whilſt he! Wretch, arbitrary, (tho 
illiterate) with orance and Pride, native to 
himſelf, aſcribes ſome Paſſages notable in the 
Chace, to his own good Judgment and Underſtan- 
ding; others lef5 FONT, to the Poor: Hare 8 


0 ontrivance and Cumming. 


As I am enter'd upon the Subject of Hares; i it 
may not be impertinent to obſerve to your Lord- 
ſhip, how kind Providence has been in the For- 


mation of this Animal: and it is well indeed Na- 
5 | ture 


VT 


ture has been ſo beneficent, there being ſcarce 


Creature breathing, wild or dameſtict, but is an 
Enemy to the poor defenceleſs Hare. Birds of 
the Air, as well as Beaſts of the Field, ſeem in 


- . 
* 


perpetual War with her. The very reptile Ad- 
der will kill the old Hare, paſſve and de ene 
in Combat: nor does the Leveret feed the na 
Circle about its little Home, ſecure, and unmo- 


lefted by the deſpicable Bat, and Owl, Where- 


fore as the moſt proper Means for preſervation, 
(amidſt ſuch a numerous Tribe of ee | 
ture has Kindly endow'd her with a Temper, ex- 

ceffroe timid, continually watchful, and liftning, 

and eyer eager, even to Raſpneſs, to run from the 
moſt; trifling approach of Danger: all her De- 
pendance, being in hat Talent alone, and which 
the wiſe Contrivance of all Things, has ordained 
every Part to aſſiſt, and compleat. If not un- 
worthy, pray take a Survey, my Lord, of this little 
Creature; this Wonder of Animals: not more the 


Charm and Delight of the Sportſman, than his 


Beagles. No Creature in the Univerſe leaves a 
more grateful enchanting Scent than the Hare; 
the ſmell of the Marten is not more ravſhing to 
the Hounds. Will your Lordſhip pleaſe to view 
his ſhort round Head ? Look how extremely pro- 


per and excellently faſhion'd it is for Flight. Was 


he to maintain himſelf, or ſeize: his Food by 
Means of Celerity, a langer Noſe and Head, would 


have been much more expedient and neceſſary. 


See how long the Ears, how large and open, 
how high fixed on the Head, and when prick'd, 
how cloſe together point; 

| - D 2 


nicely calculated to 
hear 


5 20 J : Os 
hear - the E nemy at a diſtance; and 5 os 
| Warning © of the leaft approach © of Danger. 9 


The Eyes ingeniouſly placed on each Sie c U- 
12400 by the whole Breadth. of the Forehead; 
ſituated in Front like a Do 0g or or. Cat? 's Eyes, to dals 
only the Segment of a Circ e Forward ; but, fi oa 
Ways, to obſerve almoſt à whole Circle, being for- 
med ſo as to turn any Way, to eſpy impending | 

er from. all rs, and ſecure himſelf in 
Lime. A farther mae and worthy Obſer- 
vation, is, the Creature waking or ſleeping perpe- 
, tually watches ; his Eyes being continuall open 
and fo; protuberant, round, and large, the Lids are 
fir too 2 to cover them, even When at e 


2 View t Breaſt, m) Lord, Low narrow, and at 
= ſame ime how d: eep and capacious the Cheſt ; 
for as the Lungs are in a continual State of vio- 
lent Expanſion, during the time he is hunted, 
and by the prodigious frequent e and 
Expiration, become in the End ſo vaſtly diſtend- 
ed, as to require a much larger Space p Jaap is aſ- 
ſigned for the Purpoſe, the Cheſt therefore is 
faſhioned to receive more Breath, or give the 
'Lungs more Room to perform. I 0 25 al- 
moſt than any Creature. 


Take Notice of the Back, how Straight, and ra- 
ther long for covering more Ground in runuing, | : 


and well filleted, or double reined, for Strength in 
the Performance. The Scut ſort and Bb: 
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and 


ortionably Was with ſuch kee no ca. 
| — in e animal Creation can boaſt. 


e ow I Ie p ed the Feet, AN me to 
obſerve a common Notion, 1 might ſay an Ex- 
ror; there being ſeveral een ones about 
| Hares ; but a following I don't doubt your 
Lordſhip has not only heard, but read of: 'and 
that is, F. ou aſk ſeveral 8 7 why a low- 
land, enc ch 
hunting, fo long as the kr or upland Hare; 
the Anfwer frequently is, that the former gene- 
rally ll Geneve too full of Paſture, before the 

Form; and that by frequent treading on the ſoft 
Turf, and moiſt Paths, a far = Fro: tender- 
footed, and unfit to bear hard running, than the 


u phill Hare, that uſes the, hard Highways and 
4 which is to be met with, three Parts 


the Year, on the Down or hilly Land. : * K 


ig to the firſt of ſuch Hunters or Writeis ſo 


ing plain Reaſons, I beg their Pardon, but 
| muſt abſolutely diſagree with their Opinion; it 


being more plain and natural to believe, ſach 


Hares never fill themſelves too full, as they call 


it. Unerring Nature doubtleſs inſtructs them % 


better than to over-eat themſelves, or Gorge fo 
much to retard them in their Celerity, which is 
their only Defence and Preſervation ; it cannot be, 
I am poſitive. The poor fearful Creatures 2 
tisfy Nature, and no more; their Time of feeding 
begins (according to the Seaſon) and-ends about a 
certain Time , afterwards a proper Space'is du- 


1 , y employed | in Hus, 1 235 1 and cro- 


e 


oſure, or 15 Hare, endures not 


* . ; & 
5 t 
- 
| 


row: but rather, #40 often 79 | 


| 10 judge of Hares immoderate eating 


" 


| rifag till theapproach of * warns * 


to ſeck or return ig their proper Retirements. 5 — 
Tbey don't. atton on their F 09 
wiſe Heads that unt them; e e | : 


we may meet with 


ted retire, moleſted arid alarmed in the Night, t 
er abe 1 be, e gn Ro 5 5 
Repaſt, on the ſhaded 9 or ſaur Herb; ; happy 
in their Safety and 80 83 Or. ſometimes, 


| Nature. Jitates, when, the Souther FED 


pou down the-dreadful Torrent, or ilkng 
orth ſpreads the Surface with his Silvered Man- 


the, ſit clofe in Form, till 1 Times ey 
content with Re. wy 


| Whether this Opinion with, ik + Sn alen 


ſelves; and becauſe they have Ph hb 5 | 
in their Heels, from a crammed Belly, 


think Hares meet with the ſame, may be of any 
Weight, I can't ſay; nor do I care: I have a bet- . 
ter pinion of _ faithful Nature. 55 Fe | 
. chan their idle Whims and Notions. | 


As to Fa other ; pK PER 1 


Hares are tender foutet; I proteſt I ſmile at the 


Thought of ſuch a ſhallow Opinion. Tender 


Feet in Dogs are ow. to the Sol zug of their 


Soles, or that fleſhy Subſtance called the Bail or 
Taes of the Feet. This Tenderneſs is natural. to 
ſome, and is a Fault in the Breed, one of their 
Excellencies (being as before mentioned) bard 


y Soles; in eher it * from Diſuſe, in 


which 


erciſe every Day, will ſoon bring the Feet into Or- 
der, and make them ſufficiently hard, to endure 
Diverſion. But as to a Hare being tender in her 
Feet, a little Obſervation may convince ſuch Ca- 
ſviſts of their Miſtake: Nature having been in 
this Particular, /ingulorly- iberat to the | 


Hare, by ſupplying her wit ſuch Feet, as are . 
ſolutely free from; and not ſubject to Tenderneſs; 
or retard her in running. nol 


Pray obſerve what a ſmall Web there is'be- 
tween the Clees, and the admirable Deficiency of 
Soles, or Toes underneath ! With Submiſſion, 
my Lord, what hath ſhe to fear then from the 
flinty High-way, the uneven ſevere froſty Path, 
the poignant Bramble, or piercing black Thorn ? 
| Nothing----the Balls of her Feet being ſupplied, 
inſtead of hard Fleſb, with a ffrong courſe Fur 


ſuited ſo charmingly for the Purpoſe, that ſhe | 
| treads ſoft, run what Road ſhe will; and never 


eaſier, or more to Advantage, than on the hard- 


eſt beaten Path, or ſtony rugged Road. The 


very Surface that cripples a Dog, ſhe glides over 
475 ma Eaſe and Pleaſure. Tate Notice in a 


Froſt (for the Reaſons advanced) what Advan- 


tage ſhe has in running, Superior to moſt Crea- 


tures. Whilſt the generous Steed founders with. 


moderate Gallops, and the fleet Greyhound 
farts his Clees, and tears his Soles to Pieces, on 
the rugged froſty Paths; ſhe reads ſoft, as if ſhe 
went on Woolpacks, or rebounds and leaps up- 
on her very Clees. View her again, on the mi- 


735 High-way, tho' ſhe ſkims over the Clay and 
N ; Puddle, - 
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Puddle, like an Arrow from the Bow; yet leaps 
ſo tender, the Surface is ſcarce bruſned by her 


Tread. But epough, I ſhall only farther ad- 


vance to ſuch tender -foot Brethren; one Reaſon, 
and à true one, why a lowland Hare, or by what 
Appellation they pleaſe to diſtinguiſh her, may, 
on Experience, prove leſs fit to bear Labour, or 


hard Hunting, than, the upland Hare; inſtead | 
of a too great plenitude, or tenderneſs of Fect, 


is occaſion'd from the too ſtrong or rant feed, (I 
don't mean the quantity, but quality) and confined 
Circle for Exerciſe; whence proceeds ſhort Wind 


and Purlſivenelſs. 
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Some Imperfections of the Hare, and remark-. 


able Qualities of other Creatures ; very pro- 
Per to be read, or not read. I 


made uſe of, in deſcribing ſeveral Parts 
of the Hare, and how each is adapted to con- 


tridute towards the Preſervation of the whole; 


methinks I hear your Lordſhip ſay, What! is 
this extraordinary Creature ſo compleat, as to 
have no Fault? Does this Wonder of Animals 


ſuffer no Inconveniency from any of thoſe fine Parts 
ſhe's compoſed of? Few Creatures in the Ani- 


mal, or other Creation, are formed abſolutely 


7 and free from Blemiſh. How comes the ie 
are /o frequently to loſe her Life, and in fuch Vp 


a /imple Manner? How happens ſhe /o often to 
run headlong into vifble Danger; into the Tra- 
veller's open Arms, or Houſe-cur's Jaws, with- 


out Diſcretion enough to turn to right, or left, 


to avoid ſuch Accidents? 


To this may be anſwered, the poor Hare is 
far from being without Failings; nay, on the 
contrary, hath numberleſs. Imperfections. The 
very Excellence, my Lord, of running from, 
or avoiding one — notoriouſly drives her 


head- 


— * 
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Otwithſtanding the Arguments already 
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er; by ibis Bleſſing ſhe outſtrips the fleet Grey- 
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headlong into another till ſhe meets her Ruin. 


She is too often ſtupid and ſenſeleſs of the Dan- 


ger that lies moſt apparent, and plain as po 
ble; which has occaſion'd innumerable u 
ments among Huntſmen, and many Reaſons 
have been given for it by Naturaliſts. To your 
Lordſnip's Opinion I ſubmit the following: 


| Firſt, I beg to obſerve, notwithſtanding the 
Deſcription given of a Hare's Ears, and how 
advantageouſly ſituated ; there is an Incomveniency 
attends them, which perhaps never happened 
within the Conſideration of your Lordſhip, and 
ſeveral good Sportſmen. _ e 2 


= is natural for Mankind, who have never 


reflected on the Matter, to think, becauſe they 
have an Ear on each Side the Head, and can 
liſten to a Kennel of Hounds, whether they run 
to right or left, ſtreight forward or backward, 
that a Hare can do the ſame: Upon my Word, 


thoſe who think ſo, are egregiouſly miſtaken. 


A Fare under purſuit has the ſaddeſt imperfect 
Aſſiſtance from her Ears ſtreight before, or ſide- 
ways, that can poſſibly be; her chief Excellence 
being only in a Senfibility of the Sounds that 
lie behind her. This is the Perfection and pri- 
mary Cauſe ſhe owes her Preſervation to, her 
Talent of running being only a ſecondary Qua- 


lity. It is this Ability warns her in Time to 


ſteal from Form, and deceive the creeping Poach- 
hound, attentive to the Noiſe of every Stretch, 
and Sound of every Pant. Or when ſtarted by 
the ſagacious Pack, to continue her Courſe with 
reſolute Expedition, till quite free from- their- 


— * 
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_ Cla- 
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Clamour 1 yet at the ſame Time appithenvs; 5 


and deaf to the Noiſe of Enemies before, alone 
intent, and all her Faculties employ d on that 
fingle Point of — and e NEO the 


1 n p urſues. | 
I ſhall be 1 at, = Br boy half the 
ane in England, for advancing ſuch a ſeem- 
ng Improbability 5 but, upon my Word, it is 
. Talk with any Anatomiſt that has inſpect- 
ed the Structure * 


I have laid down. 
| A the only Proflvencie a Hare has, in fly- 


ing from Danger, how natural and plain is it 


for a common Underſtanding, to reconcile the 
Neceſſity of her being endued with ſuch a pro- 
per aſſiſting Senſation; whereby ſhe may re- 
ceive timely Information of the * or near 
Mr of the Enemy. EFT, 


bind, a Hare t run blind, or to death, 
| ſhe was out ef Harm's-way ;. for want of 
being ſenſible of it. I challenge all the Huntſ- 
men in Great Britain that are of Veracity, to 
 fay, a freſb Hare, ſtarted or courſed, ever ſtops, 
or turns her Head to look back ;- how is ſhe 


_ ſenſible then ſhe is clear from the Enemy that 


urſued her? She has no Eyes backward. True; 
for ſhe has Ears that anſwer the Feel. 


Thave beard it confidently maintained by ſe- 
veral, and have read in Authors, who were 
more TOTO in b ee than * 

2 that 


this Creature's Ears, and 
he will give you Reaſons i in 1 > what 


Without ſuch b Quicknel of hearing —_— 5 


\ | 
1 
| 
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that a Hare's Ears lead the Way when ſhe is 
| bunted. © With one, ſay they, ſhe hearkeneth 


eto the Cry of the Hounds; and the orber 


L ſtretcheth forth like a Sail, to promote her 


“ Courſe.” Ridiculous Notion! Whenever ſhe 
pricks her Ears an End, or draws one a-part, or 


more forward than the other, it is to hearken 


more diſtinłt and nice on that Side the forwardeſt Ear 


45 ; and not, like a Sail, to promote her Courſe. 


Had Nature deſigned any fingular Aid to her 
Feet, from ſtretching forth the Ears, ſhe would 
have ſupplied her with wo Pair; one to lie 

+ Shoulders for liſtening, whilſt ſhe ſail- 
ed by the other; and ſhe never would have more 
occaſion. for both, than when ſeverely courſed, 


at which Time the Ears ſhe has may be ob- 


ſerved to lie flat on her Neck; and though ſhe's 
obliged on thoſe Occaſions to play all her Tricks 
to eſcape, to try the Wind every Way for Ad- 


voantage, yet in all the Shifts ſne makes, I never 


obſerved this Quality of ſailing by the Ear; both 
being ſtrictly engaged, on receiving the ſmalleſt 
Sound of the Greyhound behind, by which ſhe 
accordingly more or leſs retards or increaſes her 
o | Wbt 


. There is nothing more plain and certain than 


that Providence hath endued every Creature 


with ſome Excellence peculiar to itſelf. To one, 
Endowments proper for Preſervation and De- 
fence; to another, Means neceſſary for the At- 
tainment of Food and Nourifhment. | 


Aſk a Cquntry F ellow, at duſt of the Even- 


ing, why yon Owl ſits on the Barn-door, or 


perches 


Tu —- 
hes upon the Gate-poſt, Rail, or Beam? 
will preſently inform your Lordſhip, he is 
watching for a Mouſe. But a Man, that is no 
very eminent Naturaliſt, knows the Owl is heark- 


ning rather than looking for a Mouſe ; for Owls , 


have Ears, and delicate ones, I aſſure you, on 
which they depend for their Suſtenance, in an 
equal, nay, e Degree than the Eyes. Their 
Ears give them the firſt and earlieſt Notice of 
the Motion of Prey, long before it comes 


into View for the Eyes to diſtinguiſh it. Vet, 
though it may be granted, Owls bearken, as 


well as look for Prey, I would not have your 
Lordſhip think, becauſe they have Ears, they 
hear all manner of Ways. No, they have no 
good Uſe of them, but from what happens be- 


neath; their Hearing is very imperfect before, or 


fideways, nor have they any Advantage at all of 
hearing what happens above. Admit they had, to 
what Uſe or Purpoſe would it tend ? They have 
-not the leaſt Hope or Expectation of Mice 


hanging over their Heads, but the contrary. 


All Creatures, as I faid before, boaſt ſome pe- 
culiar Excellence. The crafty Fox that ſcouts 


about, and hath. various Means of acquiring 


Subfiſtence, depends greatly on a Talent of 
hearing from above, ſuperior to moſt, and equal 


to all Creatures. What Principle do you ima- 


gine directs him on his Patrols, to lurk under- 
neath, or climb the Pear or Plumb Tree where 


the Poultry rooſt? Not ſo much his Eyes as 


Ears: A Feather is ſcarce moved but he hears it. 


On the other Hand, the vigorous, wild, or 
Pole-Cat's Bleſſing, conſiſts in hearing dire#ly 


forward; 


30 


forward; deaf as an Adder (when he is prowl⸗- 
ing) to Prey or Danger behind. I offer this not 
as Conjecture, my Lord, but Matter of. Cer- 
tainty, the Animals Ears being corfirudted for 
ſuch Singularities; eſpecially the Paſſage di- 
<« recting to the Os Peiroſum, which, in an OwPs 
<« Ear is produced farther out above than below, 
« for the grrmen and better Reception of Sound 
„from below : In a Fox exactly the contrary, 
< and calculated to accept the niceſt Noiſe from 
ce above: In a Cat far behind, to take the for- 
* ward Sound; but the Ear of a Hare is ſup- 
e plied with a Tube directed extremely back- 
« ward.” As I already ſaid, ſhe dreads no 
Danger ſo much as what lies behind her; there- ' 
fore [her Ears are capable (by reaſon of ſuch 
. backward Tube) of receiving the /malleſt Sound 
that happens from that Quarter. I could in- 
ſtance notable Differences in the Ears of other 
Creatures, but it being foreign to my Purpoſe, 
Thall proceed to another well-experienced Defi- 
ciency of the poor Hare, which is her Want of 
Sight. : ** FO 


Almoſt every one has experienced that a - 
Hare ſees very imperfect freight forward; a ſad 
Inconveniency, you'll ſay, not to ſee well, nor 
hear the immediate Danger that is ſeemingly 
ſo plain: Why really ſo it is, my Lord, and 
the Means of ſhortening her little Life, fre- 
quently much ſaoner than the moſt violent 
Hunt would do. . A 


I have often heard ſaid, when a Hare has been 
knock'd down, or catch'd by a Dog relay'd, _ 
| 6 


2 +8 
ſhe ran berſelf blind, which is a Notion of the 
moſt vulgar and illiterate Species. 


Some maintain Hares to be of the Tribe of 
Nocturnal Animals, that cannot /ee well in the 
Day, their Eyes being much the ſame as Cats or 
Owls, and of a Contexture ſuſceptible of far 
| nicer Touches of the Rays of Light, than Crea- 

tures more habituated to Day-light. 


It is true, I am no Oculiſt, nor compe- 
tent Judge of the Structure of Eyes, but if 
common Reaſon oy be attended to, (which 
every Man has a Right to offer) it is natural to 
conjecture, Night or Day is indifferent to the 
Hare ; and that ſhe only prefers the former to 
relieve in, it being the —_ peaceable time, and 


freeſt from Danger. The Diſadvantage of 
wanting quick. Sight before, in my Opinion, 
may chiefly be accounted for, from the Situation 


of the Eyes, being fixed in the Head at a Diſ- 
tance far from each other, like Horſes ; and to 
ſee forward perfect, requires ſome ſuch Contri- 
vance as the Eye-leathers that Waggoners have 
at their Horſe-collars, the better to occaſion the 
Eyes being directed more forward than backward ; 
for, as they are formed to turn in the Sockets 
all Ways, forward to the Noſe, upward, down- 
ward, or _ _— he Shoulders, pet needs 
no great Fund of Philoſophy to judge, that + 
ſo 4 as the Eyes are — ot of the CT 
of - Sight to look «upward, fuch a Proportion is 


wanting 10 ſee downward; and ſo much as ey | 
0 


are ſtrained toward the Noſe to ſee forward, 
much is required for Sight backward, ſuppo- 
| ng 


= 2 
ſing the Head to be ſteady and fixed, which is 
the Caſe with a Hare that runs faſt; at other 
Times, ſhe turns and manages her Head as ſhe 
pleaſes. . But in an even Poſture. of the Body 
the Eyes appear ſituated. to ſee quickeſt and 
beſt full on each Side, whence it ariſes, that 
the Reaſon a Hare, when hunted. or courſed, 
ſees not ſo clear dire#ly forward, is, that being 
, chiefly intent and apprehenſive of the Danger 
Bebind, ſhe employs 5 Senſes, all her Judg- 
ment, to eſcape that Danger; and the more ef- 
fectually to accompliſh it, depends not alone on 
the Ears, but by endeavouring to /ce it, ſtrains 
her Eyes as backward as poſſible (according to 
the Degree of Terror ſhe is in) inſomuch, that 
for Want of a due Proportion of the Eye em-. 
ploy'd before, ſhe becomes in a Manner blind to 
the Enemy, that lies ſo apparent. Any Per- 
fon may experience Truths of this Sort, that 
will caſt his Eyes upward, downward, or from 
Side fo Side; he will ſoon find, when he points 
them one Way, how imperfe& his Sight is he 
other. = 
Whether a Hare's Eyes receive any Inconve- 
niency from w_ ſo large, full, and convex, I 
don't pretend to determine. Oculiſts ſay, ſuch 
Eyes at proper Diſtances, ſee Objects (in Pro- 
rtion to the Degree of Convexity) more per- 
ect and large than thoſe leſs convex ; or if the 
Eyes ſuffer Damage, by being expoſed Night 
and Day to Duſt and Inſects, becauſe the Lids 
don't cover them compleatly, I know not; but 
be what will the Cauſe, it is certain, Hares do 
not ſee ſo perfect before, as fide-ways, or a = | 


1 


And indeed Nitire in fame Meafare; bas 


compenſated this Want, and likewiſe that of 
33 by a moſt incomparable Senſe of /me//- 
| do 


n't mean the ſort of Smell peculiar 


—_— ro Hounds, but . Species — Sportſmen term 


when a Dog 


bolds . 2 bis yt ofe, © whi 2 5 winds Carrion 


by, 1 8 iel the Bird when 
er A He 


£7 this Talent in nice — 
fection. Tale your Stand in the moſt privat 
Corner, if ſhe has the Wind, you vill Eldom 
ſee her, but at a Diſtance; and tho* you hap- 


pen to ſpy her far off, making boldly towards 


— mark her in due Time; ſhe'll break the 
| Road, and take ſome other Track. Yet I muſt 
| obſerve, notwithſtanding, this happy Endowment 


ſecures her from the lurking Poacher, it * | 
fails to fruſtrate the Snarer's deep > Deſigns; he, | 
vantage- 


crafty Knave | turns this Perfec 
oufly to his Purpoſe ; for having found where a 


Hare relieves, and being unprepared with En- 


es, the reeving Purſe-net, or elaſtick Wire, to 


ecureevery Mueſ and Track; am which 
to prefer! breathes but on the Tu „ or ſpits his 


Saliva on — neighbouring Clod, or Stone, 
or bending Madam, on return, diſdains 
thoſe Runde PT. 

purſue. that harbour certain Death; fatal Re- 


treat! There falls experienced Puſs (Pride of the 


fair Sportſman) undiſtinguiſned and unknown. 


| Methinks I hear your Lordſhip commiſerate her, 
but how ſhould it be otherwiſe ? Can Animals 


explore igſiduous Man's — or N his 
crafty Wiles? | 


* 2M Word 


—— 
—— — , , — — o 


ſible of the Stain) others to 


Ss + Oh | 
A Word on the breeding of Hares, and I ſhafl 
proceed to the ſeveral Parts of hunting them. 
Some are of Opinion' Hares propagate but once 
a Tear: I am inclined to think, from February 
to the End of Harveſt , they breed often other - 
wiſe I can't account for the plenty there are. 


The Does bring two, and frequently but oe. 
Thave ſeen three, but very rare; I once diſcour- 
fed as errant a Pot-bunter as ever England bred, 
that lived on the Borders of Soutb-MWales, and 
had not ſcrupled to kill a Buck or Doe at any 
Seaſon, for fifty Years together; who affirm'd 
he never ſaw or killed a Female Hare, that hag, 


, 


or gave ſuck to three, in his Life. 


The Doe makes Choice of ſome thick dry 
Brake, high Graſs, Clover, or ſtanding Corn, 
to kindle in; her Paps come forwarder under 
her Belly, than almoſt any Quadrupede; ſhe 
does not long ſuckle her young; if ſhe did, and 
had many, the Udder would be drawn 700 big, 
and he inconvenient in running. She brings 
forth different from the Coney, her Offspring 
being compleatly furr'd and quick ſighted, the 
Inſtant they are dropped. | [40 


It is a Remark at the Death of a Leveret, if 
there are white Hairs on the Forehead, there is 
another of the ſame Breed; I have ſeen three 
found by the Harveſt-men, near of a Size, and 
not one of them had a Sar. Again, the Mow- 

ers have found one (not ſix Days old) that has 
had a Star; wherefore I am inclined to believe 
it a vulgar Error. | . | 
| The 


little time, 


4 . 5 1 * 
1 44 


The -three 


ſelf to credit it. 
dead, delighted in getting a Set of Huntſmen and 
Fiſbermen together, (than both of whom there are 
not greater Liars under the Canopy of Hea- 
2 purely for the Satisfaction of outlying 
em. DT” „ 


It is a received Opinion among Naturaliſts, 
that a Hare ſeldom lives above ſeven Years, - 
eſpecially the Buek, and that when either is 
killed, another comes and occupies the Place; 
whence happens the . Proverb, The more Hares 
you kill, the more you will baue to bunt; for 
when Buck and Doe live; undiſturhed together a 

ne) N to reſide 


without Hares, and others (though as likely in ; i 
human Conjecture as poſſible) ſeldom with ay ; 
- 


Whether it is any particular Excellence in the 
Feed, Situation for forming advantageouſly for 


Warmth, hearing, or ſeeing, that induces them 
to prefer certain Parts more than others, or that 


on the Death of Buck or Doe, another ſuc- 
ceeds, and they Patel their uſual ace * 
Fo hs | 3 — 


do not pretend to reconcile, So much for 
3 Hares. Now for the Dogs and Huntſman,--- 
Bot of whom it will — neeeſſary to ſuppaſe in 
the Field; whether Kennel or Pack does not 
ſignify. At muſt be underſtood, my Lord, in 
. #he Language of Hunters, it is a Kennel of 
Hounds, but weng or a hundred Cou uple of 
Beagles are but a Pack, ; þ FIT 
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| & trailing an "LID ; with Dives 
Fo the Huntſman. 


T1 A R En commences about 2 
chaelmas, and ſhould end (would Gentle- 


men encoura the Breed) the Middle of Febra- 
ary.---As I have ſuppoſed the Huntſman abroad, 


and Dogs <p off, . 


or other has n 3 enge 


For Trailing no Rules can be laid down with | 


| Certainty 3 it depends on the 
Huntſman, and his ii Know, 
ral good and bad. Pr 


| Kennel of the beſt Hounds in Gras- Britain. 


are not (I may affirm, cannot be) all. alike.--- - 


Some are for trailing and ftarting; others 
excellent when the Hare is an Foot; 


Tor bitting off Defaults, running the Double, ar” .. | 


hot, Foil, or making good the hard rr 


Some Huntfirie, the i inſtant find 3 
a Hare has relieved, trouble t — Hae not at 
all about trailing to her, but —— with the 
Compyny to we as the Hedges for yo 
oM-. 42 


1 38] 
Compaſs, many of whom (being ſo ff > 
their Pains) as often beat over, as beat a 
1p. For my Part, trailing fairly,-and. 88 
I think, the niceſt Part of the whole Paſtime, 
provided Wind and Weather permit. | 


It js an undetermined Point at trail or cold 
Hunting, whether the Dogs challenge from any 
particular Effluvia that tranſpired from the Feet 
of a Hare, or Remains of Breath, that in * 
Feeding and Exerciſe, intermixed with, and ſoil- 
ed the Paſture and Herbage. Was it from the 
Foot alone, the moiſt Path would be eaſter to 
challenge u on, than the verdant Sward. I 
have heard ſturdy-Caſuiſts on both Sides, but ſo 
void of Senfe and Reaſon, little more 5 
the frongeft Arm has determined the Point. 
my Opinion (fiotwithſtanding the Major Sa 
may be againſt-me) I confeſs 880 
in favour of the, latter. : 
b nne Sar a 4 
If the Hantzsch 8 on, "Us + Rel, ith 
| ** int of Judgment not to let them puzzle 
und- Nick, but to rate them to gether, an male 
4 gDο round the Fences, the dies the better. 
Now the Huntſman muſt depend abſolutely up- 
n His Do $3. the bender noſed Hound generall 
Rits it fir and is very often unjuſtly deemed a 
'Babbler, arte a tougher Dog does not make 
good what he opens upon; whereas, the Diffe- 
rence too often is, that one Hound s Noſe is 
ſo exquif Ftely delicate as to deer 4 N twice as 
ſtale as OT” | 


3 j 
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[39] 
* Obſerve Danſel, my Lord, or loquacious 
Dainty, open 'cbeerily; the whole Pack run in, 
not one (for want of equal Talents) „ een | 
-But as they roceed to warmer Scent, 
or Ruler 7 aw nch old 8 never 
known to give nion Certainty, 
the Effect 4 — rmatrons: gravely under- 
take to peruſe the Caſe, and (on due Conſidera- 
tion) challenge but in ſing le Notes, the - whole 
Kennel (in Science, — and Collegues 
from every Quarter hurry, and with general 
Yelp confirm the ſound Report; whilſt the aſ- 
 fiduous Huntſman, glad at e e in Wan 
of his own proclaims it good. 


It is ſurprizing what a notable Confidence pre- 
ſides among Hounds, in Proportion to the Re- 
ality. of each others Aſſurances. The moſt rigid 
fincere Perſon upon Earth cannot deteſt or leſs 
credit the notorious Cheat or Liar, than a 
ſtaunch Hound one that o falſe, or ores ; 
his Tongue free, to Lale 'urpoſe. Wi 
: abi; 

Your Lordſhip may tell me, the Cori 
riſon is unnatural; but what can be more like. 
the Hound that Ricks a long time and con- 
tinues opening upon one Spot, than the Man 
who is @ tedious while telling a Canterbury Tale, 
or talks perpetually _ one Part of a Subject. 
— What li like the bler more, than he who 
prates and ' rattles upon all Subjects with Con- 
fidence, and underſtands no one. 


The Notes of che Hounds are certain 3 


| guage in in the Ears 1 the Huntſman, and what 
| M0 


1 
he depends upon more than the Judgment of 
all his Friends in the Field. According to the 
Length of Time à Hare has been gone to form, do 
they more or leſs aſſure him of their likelihood to 
ſtart.---At the moſt diſtant Part of her Mornings 
Exerciſe, where the tendereſt nos'd Dog can but 
touch of the Scent, the true muſical Hound 
opens Angle; perhaps a long---holding---Note, 
or (according to the Dog) only what ſome Peo- 
ple call a Chop. As they er on towards 
her, each old Sophiſter co s his frf Opi- 
nion by an additional Note, and doubles his 
Tongue. When near her Form, and the Scent 
— warm and ſtrong, all double and treble their 

ons.” | | 


Beware of the Counter-trail, which may 
happen when Dogs are caſt off, ſo as to chal- 
lenge about the Middle of her Works, or near- 
er the Form than the Feed; there the Scent 
lies /o equal, that the Dogs, over eager and bu- 
ſy, often hit the Heel away, or draw amiſs : 
This the Huntſman muſt judge of by the Notes 
his Dogs firſt challenge in.---If they double, 
and carry it on counter, they will ſoon ſignify 
their Error, by opening only fingle; for, inſtead 
of the . Scent lying hotter, and encregſing upon 
their Noſes, it is the contrary, and dwindles to 
no Scent at all. HRT 7 
It may not be improper, (if the Ways and 
Paths admit) for the Fieldmen to prick, it ſerves 


to aſſiſt the Dogs in a bad Morning, and glve 
the Huntſman ſome Notion of his Game. 


Young 


1 


Young Hares tread more and heavy chan 
older ones, becauſe the Rong they are, the 
weaker the Joints--At full Moon they make - 
moſt. Work, and go a great Diſtance, reli 
upon any Sort of Feed z eſpecially. that whi 
grows within Shade of the Hedge-rows and 
allen wy this Time Buck D e 


together. 


| Another Pult —_ be ch to your 
that all Hares do not leave an equal 
Degree of Scent. The Down- hares leave the leaſt. 
Encloſure, Woodland, and Marſhy Hares the 
moſt z- eſpecially the chat forms in the | 
Ground, or near the Riverſide, or wet Ditch; 
ſhe leaves a ſtrong Scent, being — dif 
. and unhealth * NN ; 


+ * Funn 
The Reaſon lowland Hares mel ſtronger tha | 
the Down Hares, proceeds from the ſuperior 
rankneſs of their Feed, non the Effluvia in 
Woods and Encloſures being far better defended 
from Wind and Ain hen on - bleak Downs | 


| All Tiares leave more Scent 3 8 than 
from Relief, and never ſmell /o rung, 1 

| 121 paſture on young Corn; which requires ſo 
little Conſideration to account for, ſhall; for 
brevity's Sake, omit it, and return to the Huntſ- 
man, who we will ſuppdſe on good trail, and 
8 Hounds ane and — 0 


f About chis Time 1 ſup & hes Sg 
| ing to judge whereabout ſhe may fit ; if he is 
clever ang lucky j in * Particular, it not only 
2341 | | Pro- 
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. „„ 
procures him Eſteem; but that deſirable To- 
ken of it, Field. money, which makes many A 
Man negle& his Dogs (too much) in good 
Trail; to myope about in the ny hs ant? Brakes, 
in Expectation of a S0 ho! ES 


-To eſpy a Hare; no Rules can be laid Fry 
ſhe generally forms ſo uncertain; whoever looks 
for her, muſt have the Idea of a Hare ſeated, 
ftrongly pictured i in his Mind-----They very ſel- 
dom chuſe to form in high Woods in Autumn, 

"becauſe the Leaves, Acorns, and Beech-maſt 
are (continually falling; and in wer Weather, 
Props from the Trees diſturb them. They g- 

vow "Prefer the dry Brake, THROWS © or Stubbe. | 


"he January, February; and: March; Gentle 

men hunt in ſome Parts, till the twenty fifth 
they ſeat moſt uncertain, and wander fuck a vaſt 
Circuit, an indifferent Huntſman may trail all 
Day long, and not ſtart. What adds to their 
uncertain forming beſides the Seaſon of Buck- 
ing, is, they are ſo liable, under warm dry Hed- 
ges and Brambles, to be peſter'd with Piſsmires, 
: or moleſted with Vipers, and ſuch Vermin; that 
"oy Meng the yur 8 cus and plow'd, Lands. 


Let us imagine, mop Lotd; that by this Time 
-the. Huntſman: cries, So ho! obſerve how the 
Heroes preſs together, and parley o'er the ima- 
gined Victim !- Pride of their eager Hearts, 
and Glory of the Field! Now each (e' er ſhe 
leaps from Form) wiſely pronounces her Size or 
: Gender----- The inexperienced Youth (with Hees 
_ and Phyz — and pale) in —_— - 
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1 
ſec haſty. Stammers, proclaims a ſlamming Bitch ; 


whilſt ſome graver Sire (whom Age and Expe- 
rience bid be poſitive) with 2 Nods, and 

iction) affirms 
young, learned Sage !-----Others: 


Aſpect ſour (portending Contra 
ſhe's ſinall 
in joyful Confuſion and Amaze ſuſpenſe, ſcarc: 


diſtinguiſh whether it's a Hare or not----Th2. 


Huntſman (on whom for ſuperior Knowledg: 
each. Dependant is) from Maxims of his own, 
arbitrarily decides the Sex- But to ſuch Wiſe- 


never ſaw a Hare in his Life, but declares his 


Opinion at random, it is a Toſs up, if he is not 


as often right as the wiſeſt of them-----But to 
proceed, as we have imagined a So ho! we may 


as well, my Lord, ſuppoſe ſhe is actually on 
Foot. Hark ! the Hills and Woods reſound 
the loud Acclaim. . ut 


Now the leaden Heel'd Hind, and brawny Pea- 


ſant, with hob-nail'd Shoone, labour o'er the Clod; 
the In/e# World tremble at their Tread, the Bar- 
dy Woodman ſpeeds from. Toil, the Plowman 
quits the unfiniſhed Furrow ; all ſcamper o'er 
the Plain, multiplying as they go. Some, arm- 
ed with Clubs or Staves, in leathern Ferkins clad ; 
others, the flail or Dung-fork weild, and in 
Frocks of white or azure Hue (ſuccinct for Speed) 
terrific ſeem-----Each generous Heart diſdains 
to lag behind-----Now no Diſtinction rules. The 
_ -King, the Keiſer, the Lord, the Hind, Fellow 

like, and nt”. m the Fal... 


Now, 
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„ Now, Huntſman, lay in your Dogs well; 
6 and rather whiſper, than bellow to them, till 
they undertate it, and go on full cry. Fellow. 
yourſelf at a due Diſtance, and (as Occaſion re- 
quires)” recheat them; if you have not a Hern, 
call to them two or three Times together, ſoft- 
ly | ſoftly! for nought but general Emulation 
reigns, Sire with Son, and Son with Sire con- 
tend: impetuous drive the Dogs. Beware, the 
unexperienced Sportſman (whether on Foot, or 
Horſeback) be ſure check his Forwardnets ; ma- 
ny People think a chief Part of hunting con- 
ſiſts in hollowing loud, and running, or riding 
hard; but they are miſtaken, and ſuch Perſons, 
gentle or fimple, muſt not be offended, if the 
Huntſman ſwears at them; he has @ Rigbt to 
do ſo. No Tongue can be allow'd but his, 
nor (at this Time) no Foot more forward than 
his own. , wy; FW To nth pe”: 


A Cloſeneſs on the Dogs (it's well known) 
hurries them too much, being apt of themſelves, 
in their fir/# Heat of Mettle, to overſhoot the 

Game. Many Hours fad Sport has ha d 
from driving the Hounds tao fa, and confound- 

ing them with the bollowing of the Company, or 
a noiſy Blockhead of a Huntſman, or Whipper in. 


As Puſs takes her Circuit, Judgment is of- 
ten made of her Gender. A Buck gives Suſ- 
picion by beating the hard Paths, em High- 
ways, and taking a Ring of a large Extent in 

proportion to the Compaſs of his Feed and Ex- 
erciſe; which may be gueſſed at, from the Quan- 

tity of Ground the Dogs trailed over. It being 
„ 3 wWworthy 


al 

worthy of Notice (chat in the progreſs of the 

Chace (a Hare will goo eat Part of the 
2 


trailed Land, and vi | - 
ceding Night and Morning, unleſs ſhe takes End- 
ways, which, after a Ring or ſo, a Buck is apt 

to do; and loiter a vaſt Vay on freſh Ground, 
vithout offering to re tun. 


4 The Doe now and then doubles in a ſhore a - 


Space, and ſeldom holds an End, unleſs knit; or 
at the End of the Seaſon bas kindled. At ſuch 
Times ſhe often runs forward, and ſcarce ever 


returns to her young, or eſcapes with Life; be- 


ing naturally weak and unfit for Fatigue. 


Yet notwithſtanding all that can be advanced, 
Both Sexes regulate their conduct, much accord- 
ing to the Seaſon and Weather. After a rainy 
Night (in-a woody Country) neither Buck nor 
Doe cares to keep the Covert, the wet and Drops 


that hang on the Sprays,' offend them ; there- 


fore they hold the High-ways or ſtony Lanes, 
for as the Scent naturally lies ftrong, they beat 


the Roads that take the leaſt : Not that a Hare 


judges upon what Soil her Scent lies weakeſt, 
it is her Ears that chiefly direct her; for the 
Hounds being oftener at default on the hard 
Paths than the Turf, ſhe finds herſelf not fo 
cloſely purſued, by being not much alarmed with 
the continued Cry of the Dogs at her Heels. 
The larger the Cry, the more ſhe is terrified, 
and faſter ſhe ſpeeds ; the certain Effe& of 


Which, is a Heart broke ſooner than with a Ken- 
nel (in Number and goodneſs equal) that ſpent 


their Tongues leſs free. 


orks of the pre- 
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| [46] 
The ſame Principle directs her to ſeek the Co- 
vert in Autumn, when the Ground is dry, and 
Wind bleak and cold at North or Eaſt; then 
Puſs runs the Paths that are covered with Leaves, 
which are ſo continually falling and blowed about, 
the beſt Hounds can make little of her; there-: 
fore her Alarms being not of long Continuance, 
but ſeldom and ſbort, ſhe reſts contented, where 

the is leaſt diſturbed. '' 


If a Hare is trailed to form, on that depends. 
great Part of the Succeſs of the Hunt; if ſhe 
is beat up, the firſt Ring is a Foundation for the 
ſucceeding Paſtime; all the Tucks and Doubles 
ſhe afterward makes, being in a great Meaſure 
Re hefrft oor ils noon ris tor, 4 


According to the Ground ſhe runs, the Field- 
men are to ſtation, themſelves, no two are to 
ſtand prating together; let each purſue the Me- 
thod he thinks beſt for aſſiſting the Dogs, and 
his own Diverſion. This is the Time to give 


| Proofs of good Judgment. 


If any prefers lying back, or guarding the Foil, 
I recommend ſtanding alone, quiet and private 
as poſſible. Above all, obſerve the Wind. Who- 
ever ſits in the Wind, a hundred to one he does 
not ſee the Hare; unleſs at a great Diſtance ſhe 
drops back, or leaps aſide, for the Reaſons be- 
fore obſerved. | Þ 


On Sight of the Hare, and ſhe happens to 
ſquat, /ilence will be an Argument of great Pru- 
dence ; if the Dogs are at Default, let them re- 
main ſo, but if ſhe goes forward, and with * 

| | the 


en 
"hs: ſin le V view Hollow (if the Huntſman is 
within h ) is allowable, in Order to encou- 


rage and give him yr HTS Go what Part the 
Hears for. Fo | e 1 


Beware bos all Things) the vile Praktier 
<f hollowing off the Hounds, to lay them in, 
after a View; leaving unhunted Ground is the 
worſt you can poſſibly happen. Beſides, it 
not only ſpoils the Dogs, and accuſtoms them 
at every Fau It to liſten for the Hollow; but it 
is foul Sport, and condemnable. 


1 3 ſome; Tine Paſt, oy Huntſman 
ſhould, by all- on ff Ring; 
deal depends in _ e of it in the 

Courſe of the Hunt, ind 3s he. llows, it can't 
be amiſs to fiber berg abc here with his Foot, 
ſeveral Parts of Gircyit” the Hare makes, 


eſpecially under les, 1 | hs Egtronces and End- 
ings of By-lanes and High- Ways; as often as 
Time and the Soil will admit. By this Means 


(if ſhe doubles) he will certainly prick her upon 
ſome” of thoſe Places again and again; and be 
of ſingular Uſe to the Hounds, in drawing the 
Hot Foil. As he pricks her, let him bruſh it out, 
and reſmooth the places; this is the beſt Method 
of treadinga Foil, and (if done with Judgment) 
no Hare that holds her foiling, can eſcape, if 
the Huntſman is allow'd to pur it in Practice. 


It is a Rule among ſome Sportſinen, when 2 
Hare runs the double, to ſet People to walk it 
*Fackwords, in Order to meet, and oblige her to 
fake freſh Ground ; 5 Conſequence of which 


often 


188] 
often has been, that having met; ah: bogyad = 
her, . ſhe has redoubled K a few Rod, and 
leapedoff into ſome Hedge or Brake; and there 
{quat, till the Dogs (confounded in the midit 
of two equal burning Heats) paſs her, and come 
to a . Now the Judgment of the 
Huntſman, and ſtaunchmeſs of the Hounds are 
* be proved, bus theſe I ſhall reſerve for the next 
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Holl! 
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| Dall, [with 155 eG FRET alli of 
marvellous Tales of Hares at dn 


Tank #8471 Jt + Yiu Düne "FE 
Pg E chief 75 8 at Default, ate, 
has been · on Foot, and 
* 1 Made it good? if ſhe has 
nap. 1 95 half her Titus, (as, near..as Judgr 
nt.c Je Huntſman mu iry.ex- 
57 1 7 a wide, Circles: charging his Dogs 
and quick. on the, High-ways, and ſo perſiſt 
ing. 45 5 wk :Girgte, till he returns to 
9 4 | e da up at. On the other 
Hand, if ſhe has been. drave bard. three Parts | 
of her Time, or is nean dead run, ſhe will only 
leap off a few Rod, and ſquat, until one or 
other of the Dogs jumps upon her. Therefore, 
in ſuch Caſe, the Huntſman needs only try a 
ſmall Circle, not nimble, but flow and ſure, with 
reat Caution and Care; for the Compaſs being 
o little, he has no Occaſion to draw 'fa bak 
t. as if twice as large. 


Take 3 of talkin 00 FA 5 to the Fade 
I have heard ſome Fellows in an harſh Tone 
(inſtead of eg, rate and confound them; 
there 


ex 


150 
there are Dogs of /by fearful Tempers, that will 
ſcarce bear ſpeaking to. Give me a Fellow of 


everlaſting. Patience, and ä 
does not hunt becaiiſe it is his Bulinels, but 


loves it naturally; one with a moderate Voice 
and clear, that ſpeaks to an old Hound at De- 
fault, quick, But not noiſy 3 and cheriſhes him 
#imbly, very often, and in a Tone that enforces 
Life and -OUTage, ng Wee him to or 


perpetually. Ee 


Beware aw Ground; as 3 n- 
cy attending it, will be co apparent; e 
wiſe the prevailing Fault 0 eaving the R 

very to endeavour to priek; it is not the Huntſ- 
man's Buſineſs, but th 'Compan in the Field; 
therefore he ſhould not, upon int, 


7 Account, _ 
tempt it. For whilſt he is myoping about, the 
ow throw” up, not one in twenty has his Noſe 
to the Ground. If it 9 68 to bela long, 
dead Default, pay ſome Huntſman, to 
the tender noſed babbling hw s you ou diſregarded 
in the Morning; the Dat of his Noſtrils may 
be ſuſceptible of the Scent,” a long Time later 
than a ſtauncher Hound. You have often ſaid, 
ſuch and ſuch a Dog deſerves hanging, he will 
open at nothing at all, ſays you; but beware, 
my Friend, if it is not the contrary, and owing 
to his ſuperior Excellence of ſcenting. For as 
I already obſerved, a Hare that relieyed at twelve 
at Night, the tender Hound you condemn, will 
q_— cherily next Morning ; and in the pre- 
ſent diſheartning Caſe, sf he does but open, it 
may encourage ſome 8 Hound to run 
in 


5 = Sy - 
in and ſtoop; which, after a long tedious De- 


fault, he would not otkerwiſe do. I have known 
Huntſmen 6 diftreſſed, to make their Dogs try 
and ſtoop (when it has been found which Way 
the Hare has baulked them) that they have 
wrung an old Hound's Ears ſo cleverly, he has 
as if be had hit upon a burning Scent, which 

_— — the Pack _— _ given = 
Spirits, every Dog has ſtooped and tri- 
e, ns Cav ea op 
How numerous are the marvellous Stories of 
Hares at Default, tending chiefly to aggrandize 
their extenſive Capacity and Cunning. Some we 


read of, when hard preſſed, that have ſtarted 


freſh Hares, and ſquatted in their Forms; others 
climbed = quickſet Hedges, and ran a long 
Way on the Top, then leaped off, and baulk- 
ed the Dogs. Some have made to Furz-buſhes, 
and leaped-from Buſb to Buſh (like Squirrels from 
Spray to Spray) by which Means the Hounds 
have been at irrecoverable Defaults. Becauſe I 
never experienced ſuch Craft and Policy, it 


would be wrong, = Lord, to deny the Reality 


of it: Bur, faith, I ſmile to read or hear of 
Fares, that play'd ſuch Pranks with De/ign, 
or on Purpoſ. LT DIR 


I have ſeen Inſtances of their dropping back, 


and ſeating again in the ſame Forms, alſo of 


vaulting, running through Houſes, N in- 
of holding 


to Sheep-cots, and in open Countries, ing 
the Sheep-Blemiſh, and intermixing with the 
Flock; but moſt of thoſe Tricks are done when 
| ":- "WY a Hare 


„„ 
a Hare is harraſſed out 'of ber e and not by 


pure Contrivance . and, Deſign. . venture 


to | affirm, -if a Hare has unning at, all 
ſhe never ſhews it ſo mach Gi being never more 


ſafe). than eben ſbe continues the; 1 . travery 


ſes her Ring.over and over. oft . en 
u 1 210 

1 laugh at the Simpleton, e a EY 

- ſider it is a poor Hare's exſraor Fear, (not, 


the Effect of Judgment) that Sie and pro- 
vokes her to ſuch raſh and dangerous Attempts; 
and ſhall think the Man... e ee 
that contends for the Contrary. . 


| On Recovery, Inn may i made = 
the Time a Hare has run, and. Time ſhe has ſ quat, 
how long ſhe may be likely to ſtand ; the Hons: 
man is never to quit the Default, whilſt Day- 
light, and Weather permit: If the Hare is not 
killed or taken up, there is no good Reaſon, 
why it is not to be hit off, and it hould be a 
ſtanding Maxim, that it is ever as 4 45 reco- 
ver a loſt Hare as to art a freſh one. 


1 


1 By a Jong) Squat (after 3 W N * 
Tlare often. becomes ſtiff, therefore the Hunters 
ſhould preſs in _ the Bog. (eſpecially in 
Covert;) many Hares are eat the Hounds, 
for Want of forming ſome ſuch 7 udgment, and 
then the 1 * Huntſman damns and ſwears at 
the Dogs ; whereas his. own Deſert ſhould be &Cud- 
gel:for his Stu upidiry, the Hounds being entitled 
6. every Hare they hunt; it is the cet Reward 


of their Labour and Merit. ; 
| t 


[ 53] 
It is divening to hear Country: Fellows, on 


Sight of a Hare, ery out, fe: is all over in a 
. Sweat ; which is a monſtrous Ignorance. The 


moſt indifferent Sportſman knows to the con- 
trary, the leaſt Proof not being to be found on 


the niceſt Examination, no more than of a Dog 
or Cat's wet gg ĩðᷣͤ 1 on 


There is another prevailing Notion (ver 
vulgar) much talked of, and leſs Anda 
«© That the longer a Hare bas been hunted, the 
<< weaker the Scent 1 ] never found ſuch 
an Alteration, and if any Judgment is allow'd 
to be made from #he behaviour of the Hounds, 
the old ſtaunch Dogs will? be found to rate on 
(towards the Concluſion of the Hunt) with ad- 
ditional Vigour, not from Decay of Scent, but 

the contrary ; whence they become, every Inch 
they go, more ſenſible of their near Approach to 
the Hare, than all the Hunters in the Field. 


But ſhould it be maintain'd, the Smell does 
really decreaſe, the more a Hare is preſſed ; what 
can it be owing to? To lay it down as Fact, 
without offering ſome Reaſon, is 2 a ve- 
ry arbitrary Determination. Is it becauſe ſhe is 
run out of Wind? If that's allow'd, Caſuiſts, 
who maintain Hounds bunt the Foot, muſt give 


up the Argument. For what Reaſon can be 
igned, why a Hare's Feet, immediately be- 


K fore her Death, don't leave as ſtrong and equal 
Scent a at farting. ''” ' © . 


Hares 


L Z 
r 
r 


otherwiſe would, if cool: and not 


14 


v hoes! Gr; other Creatures) hard run, per- 


form their Inſpiration and Expiration very-quick, 


at leaſt. fix Times in Pr n fur once they 
urged. New, 
if ſix Expirations, under ſevere Purſuit, are 
equal to one, when a Hare is juſt ſtarted, n 


Difference can there be in the Scent? 
It may be alleged, the Scent lies e at 


5 firſt, becauſe it makes its Return from a ful! 


Stomach; or that at ſtarting (the Lungs having 


unt ſuffered much Diſtention) ſhe breathes freer, 


which, by running lo to tbe Earth, intermixes * 


better with the Herbage. On the other Hand, 
that a Hare long hunted runs high, and of courſe 


emits her Breath farther off from the Surface, 
therefore more liable to be ſooner r n and 


overcome by Wind and Ar. 


To the firſt Part I aafrer, = os a Hare 
runs, the longer her Stretebes; therefore, the 
lower ſpe lies to the Ground, but the farther the 


Hounds are behind: And her Breath (though 


expired ever ſo free) remains a long time (in 
Proportion to the . Nee er et * 
come up to enjoy it. 4 4 411 


os the ſecond Place; the Wand- ume Ease 
makes ber Stretches ſhorter, which brings her 
Body naturally more upri b., and high from the 


Surface, and the Scent thereby is more liable ta 
be ſooner overcome by Wind and Weather. 
But Fun as ſhe breathes quick in Proportion, 


(as 
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Another Reaſon, more natural and eaſy than 


either of the aforeſaid, why a Hare, towards 


the end of the Hunt, is often difficult to be kil- 
led, is, that If ſite Holds her Circuit, the confines 


her Works in a much ſhorter Compaſs ; doubles 
here, and thefe; over and over; ſhifts, redoubles, 


and tries all Places for Reſt and Security; ma- 
king a deal of foiling in 4 very little Space, which 
Variety of equal Scent puzzles the Dogs ex- 
2 But this is Diſcourſe the illiterate 
Huntſ 

Study and Height of Genius extending little 
farther than to that moſt deſirable Excellence of 


Ballooing loud, and winding the freight Horn, and 
talking to his Dogs in an unintelligible Jar- 
gon, that a Hottentot would bluſh to be Maſter of. - 


So much for Hare-hunting. If your Lord- 
ſhip meets with any of my Sentiments that agree 
with your own, or that give the leaſt Satisfacto- 

Information, I am ſatisfied. You know I 
live in a Wood-land Country, and write like 
ſuch a one; my Huntſman is obliged to be al- 
ways on Foot, and a nimble one. The Properties 


requiſite to make a good one, are (as before is 


hinted) everlaſting Patience, Indefatigableneſs, a 
good Heel, tolerable mufical Voice, and a natural 
Love for Hounds and Hunting. Lying Tongues 


the 


\ . 


man troubles himſelf little about, his chief 
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